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simultaneously improve OPRHP               

resources and enrich student                               

academic, recreational, and career  
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Our FORCES leadership team held a recent 
meeting at NYS DECôs Richard E. Reynolds Game 
Farm in Ithaca, NY, and Manager Evan Wills 
treated us to a tour of the pheasant rearing 
facilities. This truly is a special facility with so much 
history, and we know that our FORCES Stewards 
will appreciate being part of it. Photo: OPRHP 

NYS OPRHP Stewardship Specialist Jillian Harris 
and Niagara University FORCES Campus                            
Ambassador Ivette Leon, releasing pheasants at 
Wilson Tuscarora State Park in 2018. These birds 
were raised at DECôs Game Farm. Photo: OPRHP 

 FORCES is Flying High into 2022                         
Tom Hughes, NRS Biologist                                                                 

Central Region FORCES Program Manager 

As we enter another year we 
are really hoping to come out 
of our shells and take our first 
steps into a more ñmasklessò 
world. As I sat at my computer 
screen (photo left) back in 
early December for the 
Niagara Regionôs FORCES 
Fall ó21 Project Expo (page 2), 
I longed for the days when we 
can break away from our 

virtual realities and get back full force into the field and 
classrooms. Today, I am more optimistic than ever. In this issue 
of our newsletter, you will learn about how FORCES is taking on 
additional projects and creating new and exciting partnerships. 
For example, our FORCES Stewards and Environmental Field 
Team staff continue to provide leadership for understanding and 
promoting Forest Health throughout our Regions, including 
monitoring of eastern red-backed salamanders (page 4) and 
hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) surveys, monitoring and 
biocontrol efforts (page 11). We are excited to work with our 
HWA partners again in the coming year, including the Finger 
Lakesô Hemlock Conservation Program and the NYS Hemlock 
Initiative (NYSHI). We also have re-energized our collaborative 
efforts with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYS DEC) to connect FORCES Stewards to additional 
opportunities within the agency. To get things rolling, we will be 
working with DECôs Richard E. Reynolds Game Farm in Ithaca, 
NY (pages 7-8 and photos right). We believe this is a terrific fit, 
as our Stewards have been releasing pheasants at our NYS 
Parks for years, and now we have the opportunity to see where 
the birds are from and play a significant role in sustaining both 
the birds and the wonderful programs at the Game Farm. We 
expect our partnership with the DEC will take off! Stay tuned... 
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Niagara Region Update                                                                            
Alexandra Tillman, FORCES Program Specialist 

Fall of 2021 was a very productive season for the FORCES group here in the Niagara Region. In total, this 
group dedicated almost 800 hours of volunteer time to OPRHP while still attending classes full time. Our 
group was compiled solely of students from the University at Buffalo, all working through similar coursework. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays, we had four Stewards working 
together. Diana Chaburka, Jake Handerhan, Kathryn Lovell, and 
Haley Young were tasked with numerous types of projects 
throughout the region. They mainly focused on mapping invasive 
species at Golden Hill State Park, where they completed surveys 
along all trail systems. This important groundwork will allow staff 
to create a management plan to begin taking back the natural 
areas from the invasive species slowly creeping in. This group 
also contributed to a handful of native plant transplants and 
plantings, assisting staff throughout the region.  

Our Tuesday and Thursday crew members were Nicholas DiNardo and Dylan Feiden, who focused on                   
surveying for invasive species at Knox Farm State Park. This park had minimal surveying completed, giving 
these Stewards the opportunity to learn the management process from beginning to (almost) end. Nick and 
Dylan were able to collect invasive species data in ~85% of the park, with just one northern area they could 
not squeeze into the semester. The data collected will now be used to create a management plan, combining 
the interests of park operations, the Knox Friends Group, and stewardship staff. Nick and Dylan were also 
able to assist staff with erosion issues at Woodlawn Beach water sampling sites, by applying jute matting and 
native seed application; hopefully creating a safer sampling site for future Stewards.                                                                                                                                                                       

                           
There were also a couple unique projects that both groups 
worked on. One being assisting a contractor by collecting                           
information within an active work zone at the Niagara Falls Visitor 
Center. This is a massive, two-year, $38 million dollar project that 
the Stewards got an inside look at. They spent two days on site 
working hand in hand with staff, reading construction plans and 
maps, and evaluating tree health throughout the project area.          
This gave the Stewards the opportunity to work in an active                            
construction site, work with different types of engineers and                    
capital staff, and see what a possible career with OPRHP could 
look like.  

Each group presented their work at our Fall FORCES Project                 
Expo discussing their assignments, data findings, and                                
conclusions and recommendations on the next steps staff should 
take on each project. This includes a question-and-answer portion 

to each presentation, where Stewards field inquiries about their work from staff throughout the region. I                     
received numerous compliments from OPRHP Staff on the presentations and would like to congratulate the 
Stewards on a job well done.     

Something we try to do each semester is have a recreation day with the Stewards. This is a 1-day trip, out of 
region, where we visit a state park they may never see on their own. We go on hikes, sight-see, check out 
other FORCES projects, and discuss the recreation aspect of the agency. This semester we trekked to 
Taughannock Falls State Park in Trumansburg, NY. We hiked to the waterfall, around the gorge and upper 
trails, and enjoyed a nice picnic lunch by the lake.  

Overall, the Fall 2021 season was one for the books. This group was able to make the best out of anything, 
whether it be inclement weather or what seemed like never-ending poison ivy fields. I wish these                    
Stewards all the best in their future endeavors and look forward to what the spring has in store for the                              
Niagara FORCES group. 

Stewards & Invasive Species Techs moving a log 
for natural looking protection along a shoreline 
restoration project site at Wilson-Tuscarora SP. 
Photo: OPRHP 

Group photo after dogwood plantings at Artpark SP. 
Photo: OPRHP 


